Chapter - II                      49

"The bestower of the food that washes away the sins of the

hearty

Padmanabha, like the horse of the liberated ones,

Appears dancing before the eye and gives pleasures readily.^

Sri Vadirajasvami says that for his statements
there is Vedic evidence. He quotes, "Sarve nandanti
yasasa gatena sabha sahena sakhya sakhayau."

Washing, away the sins born of ignorance, Sri Hari
shows Himself before the liberated souls in Vaikuntha
and affords them the joy of seeing Him always - like
a pretty horse that comes to sight with dancing steps.
Not only that; like the swift horse, He gives them plea-
sures instantly whenever they wish.

The Haridasas have sung thus - "0 Lord Ranga, is
happiness to be found in the Home .of the Liberated or
is it in singing Thy glory with devotion?" It amounts
to saying that devotion to God gives happiness of the
highest degree; not so high the pleasures of Vaikuntha.
As the people here worship God with material offerings
and develop devotion, they worship Him in Vaikuntha
with non-material things and feel quite happy.

Devotion itself is identical with happiness there.

"One Brahma chants aloud the Rg Veda, it is true;

Another repeats the musical Gayatri;

With an ecstatic heart reads
Another Brahma the Puranas;

^Another the form of Sri Bari
Retains rapturously in mind and feels happy;

Another Brahma the Soma juice (non-material)
Offers to Padmanabha through Agni;

Another Brahma offers worship;

All the Gods in this manner
Are there in Sri BarFs care.

"In this way, countless Brahmas and others in Vaikuntha
Exist separately from each otbet-thus
The Vedic mantras praise; therefore